
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum 
Confirmed Minutes of the 1st Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 9th September 

2021 
Via Microsoft Teams Video Conference

Present

Richard Ball (RB) – Secretary
Pam Bell (PB)
Rachel Chapel (RC)
Philippa Cherryson (PC)
Robert Dangerfield (RD)
Karen Harris (KH)
Ian Jenkins (IJ)
Nick Lancaster (NL)

Ian Mabberley (IM)
Hywel Morgan (HM)
Denis Murphy (DM)
Christopher Payne (CP)
Catrin Price (CPr)
Steve Rayner (SR)
Paul Sinnadurai (PS)
Roz Smart (RS)

Apologies

Stuart France, Kath Whitrow and Sion James, Phil O’Shea

Observers
Lisa Lloyd BBNPA
Eifion Jones BBNPA
Judith Harvey BBNPA

1. Welcome and Apologies
RB welcomed members to the 1st meeting and congratulated them on their appointment to 
the LAF and added that we were fortunate to be able to appoint members with such a wide 
spread of interests and expertise. RB explained that he would chair the first meeting of the 
LAF and the first item of the second meeting as required by the regulations. RB continued by 
introducing the role and responsibilities of the LAF. 

All members provided brief introductions followed by the National Park officers.

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 4th Meeting held on 29th July 2021
The minutes were accepted by Members present at the previous meeting and the Secretary 
authorised to sign them as a correct record.

3. Matters arising not otherwise appearing on agenda

NRW Update - RD was interested to hear that NRW had received promotion and 
Marketing funding for National Trails and that a PR company had been appointed, along with 
the creation of a business toolkit. RD asked if it would be possible to receive an update in the 
future to find out how they went about it and what was achieved with the given budget.



RB agreed to ask Michael Smith (NRW) to provide an update at a future meeting.

Llyn y fan Fach - IM asked JH if there was any progress with access at Llyn Y Fan Fach. JH 
advised members that there was no further progress but Marc Ronan, BBNPA Solicitor, has 
been issued with instructions to try and help resolve the issues.

Gun Powder Works - SR asked JH if there had been any progress with the landslip at the 
Gunpowder Works. JH was hoping that it would be dealt with soon. Geophysical survey has 
been completed and now in a position to construct a form of bridge to allow the public to 
safely access the area. It’s unlikely that any work will be carried out this year to the solve the 
issue as the area is SAC and SSSI and we will wait for more favourable weather and ground 
conditions next spring to bring in materials etc.

Keeper’s Pond - PC asked JH for an update on Keeper’s pond. JH said that there was funding 
available to carry out water quality testing  and working with Swim Wales to zone off areas 
of the pond to keep swimmers separate from other pond users. Two more life buoys have 
been installed. 

4. BBNP LAF Terms of Reference (Annex 1)
The Terms of Reference in Annex 1 are very similar to the Terms of Reference that the LAF 
have been working to in the past. RB asked members if they have a preference for the term 
of office for the Chair and Deputy Chair as the regulations don’t specify the length of term. 

IM suggested that due to the Chair sitting on the Welsh Access Forum it would be preferable 
for the term to be 3 years.

Members agreed that the term of office be 3 years. The terms of Reference were 
adopted - proposed by IM and seconded by RC.

IM advised that under the Welsh Government access reform proposals the local access forum 
roles and responsibilities will possibly change. An ARAG subgroup has just been set up to 
discuss the options. 

5. Introduction to the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA)

PS provided Members with a presentation giving an overview of the BBNPA and access and 
rights of way management within the National Park.  The presentation will be circulated to 
members following the meeting.

6. Introduction to Rights of Way Legislation



EJ provided Members with background to Rights of Way legislation and introduced the new 
members to the processes in place for responding to the various consultations that are sent 
to LAF members as a non-statutory consultee.

If members would like to comment on a consultation, a response should be sent to the 
Chair (with EJ copied in) the Chair will then collate comments to be submitted as a LAF 
response. Should members be unable to agree on a response to an application, it will be up 
to the Chair to determine how that is dealt with.

EJ referred members to the Rights of Way Improvement Plan which was reviewed in 2019.

7.  Welsh Government Access Reforms

EJ will circulate the recent NRW Circular document which sets out the current position of 
the access reform process. NRW have said the advice prepared following the work of the 
Access Reform Advisory Groups (ARAG) and given to WG for consideration has not yet 
been published, LAF members will receive a copy of the report as soon as it’s made public.

The ARAG process finished back in May and WG have now asked NRW to provide further 
advice on the following reform areas:

- The enforcement of placing dogs on short, fixed length leads in the vicinity of 
livestock at all times of the year 

- Amend the requirement of a decadal or review of CROW access map to a process 
of continuous review 

- The role and regulations for Local Access Forums.

8. Accessibility Survey (Annex 2)

Members agreed to submit responses to RB who will then collate the information to submit 
on behalf of the LAF.

9 Any Other Competent Business

KH told the LAF that as a member of disability Wales she has been accepted onto the BBC 
Radio Wales forum. The role of the forum is to increase the range of subjects and 
contributors to make it more diverse and to encourage a wider conversation. KH suggested 
that should she be approached by Radio Wales regarding a topic that the LAF may be 
interested in contributing to then she will notify the LAF and vice versa if the LAF has any 
subjects/issues that they think Radio Wales may be interested in covering then she could 
raise this at the forum. 

RB closed the 1st Meeting and the teams video conference meeting continued for the 2nd 
LAF meeting.


